Decernber 4, 2014

Testimony submitted for Task Force Concerning the Sale of Cats and Dogs at CT Pet Shops
from Inhumane Origins

To the Task Force on the Sale of Dogs and Cats in Connecticut:

My name is Cynthia Socha. | am the co-owner of H3 Pet Supply in Stratford, CT. Thank you for this
opportunity for me to show my support of the proposed ban on the sale of commercially bred puppies
and kittens in pet stores in Connecticut in favor of humanely sourced puppies and kittens, My decision
to support this ban came after much thought on the subject as it directly affects the industry | make my
living from.

I have read some of the comments presented by fellow business owners who currently sell puppies and
kittens bred by commercial breeders and have spoken directly with some. The basis of their argument
seems to converge around:

¢ There are not enough rescued animals available to fulfill demand thus the loss of their puppy
sales will put their business at risk, resulting in lost jobs.

e We should work together to do something about sub-standard breeders rather than punishing
the “good breeders”. Conditions at the breeders they use are not as bad as the pictures animal
welfare advocates routinely publish. Their breeders meet USDA guidelines hence earning the
“good breeder” label.

e The “ultimate goal” of animal welfare advocates who support this proposed ban s to eliminate
all pet ownership.

As the owner of a successful pet store that does not sell commerclally bred animals, | can vouch for the
fact that not selling such animals does not guarantee a demise in business. The fact that over 85% of
the pet stores that operate in Connecticut do not sell puppies or kittens should be proof enough that
not selling them will not cause a well-run store to close. Bad management will put a company out of
business, erring on the side of humanity will not. We currently operate with a version of the humane
model being proposed as we have cats, kittens and various small animals and reptiles available In the
store for adoption. This model has helped us become successful as it generates a tremendous amount
of goodwlll within the community. | feel that the job loss threat is exaggerated and can be overcome
with a good management team that can adjust their business models appropriately.

As | have never personally been to a commetcial breeding operation | cannot comment from experience
about the conditions at a “good” breeder. My opinion here is that if these breeders are so good, why
don’t we see more pictures of what the inside operations look like at these facilities? Animal welfare
advocates have no problem coming up with derogatory photographs. Itisrare to find online
photographs of the living conditions inside of some of the largest commercial breeders. The fact that
these “good” breeders meet USDA regulations is of little comfort given how antiguated the USDA
guidelines are. | cannot imagine how animals forced to live their entire lives in small cages or kennels,
producing litter after litter could ever be considered acceptable or “good”.

While the argument that we should work together to improve things sounds logical, it is clear that the
pet industry has no intention to do this. In one of their recent advertisements, the Pet Industry Joint




Advisory Council {PIJAC) specifically mentioned fighting increased inspection requirements and facility
regulations on animal suppliers as two of their main goals (see attached Exhibit A). This does not
support their argument that they would like to work together. PIJAC calls these potential laws that
could benefit the welfare of animals “anti-pet”. A recent article about PAC publishing guidelines for
the care of breeder rodents started with the sentence “Looking to avert government oversight...” and
later quotes PIJAC’s CEO referring to “obtrusive government regulation” (see attached Exhibit 8). It does
not appear through their own words and advertisements that PIAC has any interest in working with any
government agency to improve the care of any animals used in commercial breeding. Unfortunately,
sometimes legislation is necessary to get industries to do the right thing.

The argument that supporting the humane treatment of animals could be construed by some as being
against pet ownership or “anti-pet” is preposterous. | realize there are organizations operating at a
national level that would like to see an end to pet ownership but | do not believe that anyone can ever
put an end to pet ownership as it is too ingrained in our culture. Making sure that animals are treated
humanely has nothing to do with ridding our culture of pets. My supporting this ban does not make me
“anti-pet”,

In summary, | support the proposed ban on the sale of commercially bred puppies and kittens in
Connecticut pet stores. While 1 don’t think that doing so will immediately put an end to the cruelty at
commercial breeding facilities, it is a step in the right direction. I urge the Connecticut legislature to look
past the baseless claims of large scale job loss, the pet elimination theories and unfounded offers of
cooperation from inside the pet industry and do what is correct in the name of humanity.

Sincerely,
J} A -
(it S
Cynthia Socha, co-owner
H3 Pet Supply

475 Hawley Lane
Stratford, CT 06614




The industry knows the benefits
and importance of pets in our lives.
But with more than 1800 anti-pet bills
introduced each session, how do we protect the future
of pet ownership? With a collective, unified voice.

Anti-pet laws threaten every segment of the pet industry!

 DISTRIBUTORS

e Unwarranted operational @ Special taxes
regulations ® Production restrictions
@ Pet sale bans @ Sales source limitations

@ Internet sales restrictions

@ Transportation regulatio
e Higher regulatory costs
@ Importation restrictions

GROOMERS

@ Mandatory state licensing @ Increased inspection

and certification requirements
® Increased licensing fees e Onerous facility regulations
@ New taxes on pet care services @ Transport and import laws

PET INDUSTRY JOINT ADVISORY COUN

fjac.org / 202-452-1
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